l8                    MUSSOLINI
to life among the emigres, was due to the fact that in order to exist in Switzerland he had had to choose between vagrancy and the most humble occupations/' writes the woman-agitator.
In June, 1903, Mussolini was expelled from the Canton of Bern for his revolutionary activities. A few months later he returned to Italy, but in January, 1904, he was in Switzerland again. About that time the Pr'fecture of Forli began to keep a secret police record of his activities. In March, 1904, he played a leading part at the Zurich congress of Italian Socialists in Switzerland. Next month he was declared a refractaire or military draft-dodger in Italy and was expelled from the Canton of Geneva. And in September of the same year there was an amnesty in Italy for certain draft-dodgers.
Before this date he had been associated with Angelica Balabanoff, talking over his plans and ideals with her. " If Mussolini was ever sincere with any human being, I believe that he was with me/' she states. She urged him to read, to study and lent him pamphlets and books. And sometimes he poured out his